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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) 

Re Item V: 

Reference is made to the following documents: 
D1 : WO-A-03/069081 
D2: DE-A-3537367 

1 . The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of independent claims 1 and 1 4 does not involve an inventive step in 
the sense of Article 33(3) PCT. 

1 .1 The subject-matter of claims 1 and 14 differs from D1 only in that the odour 
absorbing (meant is apparently adsorbing) means are situated both in the first and 
second flow path portions, whereas in 1 only the second flow path portion (400) 
contains charcoal. 

A possible advantage might be an increased adsorbing capacity. 

1 .2 The problem of increasing the odour adsorbing capacity of the venting system has 
already been solved in the same way by the system of D2. Apart from being obvious 
per se for a skilled person to increase the adsorbing capacity by putting adsorbing 
means in both flow path portions, such a solution has already been proposed by D2. 

2. Dependent claims 2-1 3 and 1 5-26 do not contain any features which, in combination 
with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT 
in respect of inventive step: 

The additional technical features are either known from documents D1 and/or D2 or 
obvious for a skilled person. Their inclusion into the system and method of D1 would 
not involve an inventive skill. 

3. The same arguments apply, mutatis mutandis, with respect to claim 27. D1 relates to 
a vent for a septic system (=waste treatment system). 
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Amended claims 



1 . An air venting system for a gas exhaust conduit of a waste containing system 
selected from the group consisting of waste treatment system, waste conveying 
5 system and substantially closed waste container, said system comprising : 

- a body defining an inner chamber; said body having at least one inlet opening 
intended for receiving gases from the gas exhaust conduit and at least one outlet 
opening intended for releasing gases out of the body, and 

- at least one odor absorbing means placed in the inner chamber, said odor 

10 absorbing means having (a) an inlet surface through which gas from the waste 

containing system enters into the odor absorbing means and (b) an exhaust 
surface through which gas from the waste containing system flows out of the 
odor absorbing means after flowing through at least a portion of said odor 
absorbing means, 

15 whereby the system is adapted for defining a gas flowing path between the inlet 
surface and the exhaust surface of the odor absorbing means, said flowing path in 
the odor absorbing means having at least a first upwards flow path portion with a 
first flow direction defined by at least one vector and a second downwards flow 
path portion with a second flow direction defined by at least one vector, whereby at 

20 least one vector of the second flow direction is opposite to a vector of the first flow 
direction, [.] and 

2> The air venting system of claim 1, in which the system is adapted for defining a 
gas flowing path between the inlet opening and the outlet o pening, said flowing 
25 path defining at least a upwards flow path portion and a downwards flow path 
portion in the odor absorbing means. 

3. The air venting system of claim 1, in which the odor absorbing means is placed 
in the inner chamber so as to define a volume free of odor absorbing means, 
30 whereby gas flowing from the inlet opening towards the outlet opening flows at 
least partly from the inlet opening through a portion of the odor absorbing means 
towards the volume free of odor absorbing means, and through another portion of 
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the odor absorbing means from the volume free of the odor absorbing means 
towards the outlet opening. 

2. The air venting system of claim 1, in which the inner chamber is defined by at 
least one wall, and in which the odor absorbing means is placed in the inner 
chamber so as to define between the said at least one wall of the chamber and the 
odor absorbing means a space free of odor absorbing means but closed by said odor 
absorbing means, whereby gas flows in or out said space only through the odor 
absorbing means, whereby gas flowing from the inlet opening towards the outlet 
opening flows at least partly from the inlet opening through a portion of the odor 
absorbing means towards the volume free of odor absorbing means, and through 
another portion of the odor absorbing means from the volume free of the odor 
absorbing means towards the outlet opening. 

3. The air venting system of claim 1, in which the odor absorbing means is placed 
in the inner chamber so as to define a volume free of odor absorbing means, 
whereby gas flowing from the inlet opening towards the outlet opening flows at 
least partly according to an upwards flow path from the inlet surface of the odor 
absorbing means and through a portion of the odor absorbing means towards the 
volume free of odor absorbing means, and at least partly according to a downwards 
path from the volume free of the odor absorbing means through another portion of 
the odor absorbing means towards the exhaust surface thereof. 

4. The air venting system of claim 1 , in which the inner chamber is defined by at 
25 least one wall, and in which the odor absorbing means is placed in the inner 

chamber so as to define between the said at least one wall of the chamber and the 
odor absorbing means a space free of odor absorbing means but closed by said odor 
absorbing means, whereby gas flows in or out said space only through the odor 
absorbing means, whereby gas flowing from the inlet opening towards the outlet 
30 opening flows at least partly upwardly from the inlet opening through a portion of 
the odor absorbing means towards the volume free of odor absorbing means, and at 
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least partly downwardly through another portion of the odor absorbing means from 
the volume free of the odor absorbing means towards the outlet opening. 

5. The air venting system of claim 1, in which the odor absorbing means is a 
5 charcoal containing absorbing means. 

6. The air venting system of claim 1 , in which the odor absorbing means has an 
inlet surface and an exhaust surface, whereby gas flowing from the inlet opening 
towards the outlet opening flows in the odor absorbing means through the inlet 

10 surface and outlet the odor absorbing means through the exhaust surface, whereby 
the exhaust surface is at least greater than the inlet surface. 

7. The air venting system of claim 1 , in which the odor absorbing means has an 
inlet surface and an exhaust surface, whereby gas flowing from the inlet opening 

15 towards the outlet opening flows in the odor absorbing means through the inlet 

surface and outlet the odor absorbing means through the exhaust surface, whereby 
the exhaust surface is greater than 1 .5 times the inlet surface. 

8. The air venting system of claim 1, in which the odor absorbing means has an 
20 inlet surface and an exhaust surface, whereby gas flowing from the inlet opening 

towards the outlet opening flows in the odor absorbing means through the inlet 
surface and outlet the odor absorbing means through the exhaust surface, whereby 
the exhaust surface is comprised between 1.5 and 5 times the inlet surface. 

25 9. The air venting system of claim 1 , said system comprising a tubular body 

defined by a cylindrical wall and extending between a bottom end up to a top end, a 
cover cooperating with the top end of the tubular body to form a chamber 
extending above the top end of the tubular body and associated with a peripheral 
channel extending outlet the cylindrical wall of the tubular body , whereby the 

30 bottom end of the tubular body defines the inlet opening, while the peripheral 
channel is provided with at least one outlet opening, and whereby the odor 
absorbing means is located at least partly in the chamber. 
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10. The air venting system of claim 1, said system comprising a tubular body 
defined by a cylindrical wall and extending between a bottom end up to a top end, a 
cover cooperating with the top end of the tubular body to form a chamber 

5 extending above the top end of the tubular body and associated with a peripheral 
channel extending outlet the cylindrical wall of the tubular body , whereby the 
bottom end of the tubular body defines the inlet opening, while the peripheral 
channel is provided with at least one outlet opening, and whereby the odor 
absorbing means is located as least partly in the chamber, as well as partly in the 

10 peripheral channel. 

11. The air venting system of claim 1, said system comprising a tubular body 
defined by a cylindrical wall and extending between a bottom end up to a top end, a 
cover cooperating with the top end of the tubular body to form a chamber 

15 extending above the top end of the tubular body and associated with a peripheral 
channel extending outlet the cylindrical wall of the tubular body , whereby the 
bottom end of the tubular body defines the inlet opening, while the peripheral 
channel is provided with at least one outlet opening, and whereby the odor 
absorbing means is located as least partly in the chamber, as well as partly as in the 

20 tubular body. 

12. The air venting system of claim 1, said system comprising a tubular body 
defined by a cylindrical wall and extending between a bottom end up to a top end, a 
cover cooperating with the top end of the tubular body to form a chamber 

25 extending above the top end of the tubular body and associated with a peripheral 
channel extending outlet the cylindrical wall of the tubular body, whereby the 
bottom end of the tubular body defines the inlet opening, while the peripheral 
channel is provided with at least one outlet opening, and whereby the odor 
absorbing means is located as least partly in the chamber, as well as partly as in the 

30 tubular body and at least partly in the peripheral channel. 
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13. The air venting system of claim 14, in which the odor absorbing means has the 
form of a body, said body having a circular groove in which the top end of the 
tubular body is introduced. 

5 14. A process for absorbing odor exhausted through an outlet of a gas exhaust 
conduit of a waste containing system selected from the group consisting of waste 
treatment system, waste conveying system and substantially closed waste 
container, in which the outlet of said gas exhaust conduit is provided with a system 
comprising : 

10 - a body defining an inner chamber; said body having at least one inlet opening 

intended for receiving gases from the gas exhaust conduit and at least one outlet 
opening intended for releasing gases out of the body, and 
- at least one odor absorbing means placed in the inner chamber, said odor 

absorbing means having (a) an inlet surface through which gas from the waste 

15 containing system enters into the odor absorbing means and (b) an exhaust 

surface through which gas from the waste containing system flows out of the 
odor absorbing means after flowing through at least a portion of said odor 
absorbing means, 

whereby the system is adapted for defining a gas flowing path between the inlet 
20 surface and the exhaust surface of the odor absorbing means, said flowing path in 
the odor absorbing means having at least a first upwards flow path portion with a 
first flow direction defined by at least one vector and a second downwards flow 
path portion with a second flow direction defined by at least one vector, whereby at 
least one vector of the second flow direction is opposite to a vector of the first flow 
25 direction, and [.] 

- 17. The p r oce s s of claim 16, in which the sy s tem is adapted for defining a - gas 
flowing path between the inlet opening and the outlet opening, said flowing path 
defining at least a upwards flow path portion and a downwards flow path portion in 
30 the odor ab s orbing means. 
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1 8 . T he pr oc e ss of claim 16, in which the odor absorbing means is placed in the 
inner chamber so as to define a volume free of odor absorbing means, whereby gas 
flowing fro m the inlet opening towards the outlet opening flows at least partly from 
the inlet opening through a portion of the odor absorbing means towards the 
5 volume free of odor absorbing means, and through another portion of the odor 
absorbing means from the volume free of the odor absorbing means towards the 
outlet opening* 

15. The process of claim 1 4, in which the odor absorbing means is placed in the 

10 inner chamber so as to define a volume free of odor absorbing means, whereby gas 
flowing from the inlet opening towards the outlet opening flows at least partly 
according to an upwards flow path from the inlet surface of the odor absorbing 
means and through a portion of the odor absorbing means towards the volume free 
of odor absorbing means, and at least partly according to a downwards path from 

15 the volume free of the odor absorbing means through another portion of the odor 
absorbing means towards the exhaust surface thereof. 

16. The process of claim 14, in which the inner chamber is defined by at least one 
wail, and in which the odor absorbing means is placed in the inner chamber so as to 

20 define between the said at least one wall of the chamber and the odor absorbing 
means a space free of odor absorbing means but closed by said odor absorbing 
means, whereby gas flows in or out said space only through the odor absorbing 
means, whereby gas flowing from the inlet opening towards the outlet opening 
flows at least partly from the inlet opening through a portion of the odor absorbing 

25 means towards the volume free of odor absorbing means, and through another 
portion of the odor absorbing means from the volume free of the odor absorbing 
means towards the outlet opening. 

17. The process of claim 14, in which the inner chamber is defined by at least one 
30 wall, and in which the odor absorbing means is placed in the inner chamber so as to 

define between the said at least one wall of the chamber and the odor absorbing 
means a space free of odor absorbing means but closed by said odor absorbing 
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means, whereby gas flows in or out said space only through the odor absorbing 
means, whereby gas flowing from the inlet opening towards the outlet opening 
flows at least partly upwardly from the inlet opening through a portion of the odor 
absorbing means towards the volume free of odor absorbing means, and at least 
5 partly downwardly through another portion of the odor absorbing means from the 
volume free of the odor absorbing means towards the outlet opening. 

18. The process of claim 14, in which the odor absorbing means is a charcoal 
containing absorbing means. 

10 

19. The process of claim 14, in which the odor absorbing means has an inlet 
surface and an exhaust surface, whereby gas flowing from the inlet opening 
towards the outlet opening flows in the odor absorbing means through the inlet 
surface and outlet the odor absorbing means through the exhaust surface, whereby 

1 5 the exhaust surface is at least greater than the inlet surface. 

20. The process of claim 14, in which the odor absorbing means has an inlet 
surface and an exhaust surface, whereby gas flowing from the inlet opening 
towards the outlet opening flows in the odor absorbing means through the inlet 

20 surface and outlet the odor absorbing means through the exhaust surface, whereby 
the exhaust surface is greater than 1.5 times the inlet surface. 

21. The process of claim 14, in which the odor absorbing means has an inlet 
surface and an exhaust surface, whereby gas flowing from the inlet opening 

25 towards the outlet opening flows in the odor absorbing means through the inlet 

surface and outlet the odor absorbing means through the exhaust surface, whereby 
the exhaust surface is comprised between 1.5 and 5 times the inlet surface. 

22. The process of claim 14, in which the system comprises a tubular body defined 
30 by a cylindrical wall and extending between a bottom end up to a top end, a cover 

cooperating with the top end of the tubular body to form a chamber extending 
above the top end of the tubular body and associated with a peripheral channel 
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extending outlet the cylindrical wall of the tubular body , whereby the bottom end 
of the tubular body defines the inlet opening, while the peripheral channel is 
provided with at least one outlet opening, and whereby the odor absorbing means is 
located at least partly in the chamber. 



23. The process of claim 14, in which the system comprises a tubular body defined 
by a cylindrical wall and extending between a bottom end up to a top end, a cover 
cooperating with the top end of the tubular body to form a chamber extending 
above the top end of the tubular body and associated with a peripheral channel 
10 extending outlet the cylindrical wall of the tubular body , whereby the bottom end 
of the tubular body defines the inlet opening, while the peripheral channel is 
provided with at least one outlet opening, and whereby the odor absorbing means is 
located as least partly in the chamber, as well as partly in the peripheral channel. 

15 24.The process of claim 14, in which the system comprises a tubular body defined 
by a cylindrical wall and extending between a bottom end up to a top end, a cover 
cooperating with the top end of the tubular body to form a chamber extending 
above the top end of the tubular body and associated with a peripheral channel 
extending outlet the cylindrical wall of the tubular body , whereby the bottom end 

20 of the tubular body defines the inlet opening, while the peripheral channel is 

provided with at least one outlet opening, and whereby the odor absorbing means is 
located as least partly in the chamber, as well as partly as in the tubular body. 

25. The process of claim 14, in which the system comprising a tubular body 
25 defined by a cylindrical wall and extending between a bottom end up to a top end, a 
cover cooperating with the top end of the tubular body to form a chamber 
extending above the top end of the tubular body and associated with a peripheral 
channel extending outlet the cylindrical wall of the tubular body , whereby the 
bottom end of the tubular body defines the inlet opening, while the peripheral 
30 channel is provided with at least one outlet opening, and whereby the odor 

absorbing means is located as least partly in the chamber, as well as partly as in the 
tubular body and at least partly in the peripheral channel. 
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26. The process of claim 25, in which the odor absorbing means has the form of a 
body, said body having a circular groove in which the top end of the tubular body 
is introduced. 



27. A waste containing system selected from the group consisting of waste 
treatment system, waste conveying system and substantially closed waste 
container, said waste containing system being provided with at least one gas 
exhaust conduit provided with an air venting system according to any one of the 
10 claims 1 to 13. 



